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The Evolving Role of Sustainable 
Development in Shaping Political 
Progress: A Contemporary Islamic 
Perspective on Human Rights and Civil 
Institution 
 
Abstract: The article examines the role of sustainable 
development in advancing political development from a 
contemporary Islamic perspective, focusing on how the 
principles of human rights align with the functions of civil state 
institutions. The research explores how sustainable 
development initiatives, as outlined in the 2030 Agenda, 
resonate with Islamic values of justice, equity, and societal well-
being. Employing a qualitative approach, this analysis draws on 
Islamic jurisprudential sources and international frameworks, 
such as the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, to highlight areas of 
alignment and divergence. Findings reveal that sustainable 
development can be a foundation for political development 
within a contemporary Islamic framework by supporting 
governance structures rooted in justice, accountability, and 
community welfare. Political development within an Islamic 
context refers to the evolution of governance structures that 
integrate justice ('Adl), equity (Qist), and accountability 
(Mas'uliyyah) as foundational principles. This aligns with the 
Islamic legal tradition, where governance is rooted in Sharia-
based ethical and moral obligations. Governance models in 
Islamic societies incorporate participatory decision-making 
through institutions such as Shura (consultative councils) and 
Hisbah (public oversight mechanisms), ensuring justice and 
accountability in policy implementation. Moreover, the study 
identifies two primary viewpoints: one that views sustainable 
development as inherently conducive to political development 
and another that sees political frameworks, especially 
democratic participation, as essential for sustainable outcomes. 
This article underscores that contemporary Islamic principles 
can complement sustainable development efforts, reinforcing 
political stability, social justice, and institutional integrity within 
civil state structures. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Sustainable development formalised through the United Nations' 2030 Agenda, 

has become a fundamental framework for guiding global and national policy, addressing 

the interconnected challenges of poverty eradication, social justice, and sustainable 

economic growth. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) emphasise a holistic 

approach that integrates human progress's social, economic, and environmental 

dimensions. However, integrating these goals within various cultural and religious 

frameworks presents unique challenges, particularly within the Islamic context. This study 

explores the intersection between sustainable and political development through an 

Islamic lens, assessing how Islamic ethical and legal principles can support SDG objectives, 

especially in governance, human rights, and civil state institutions. 

A growing body of literature examines how Islamic teachings align with the 

principles of sustainable development, advocating for stewardship, social justice, and 

economic responsibility as central to Islamic ethical frameworks. Sunni and Shia 

interpretations of sustainable development reflect variations in jurisprudential approaches. 

While Sunni governance models often emphasise state institutions managing public 

welfare through zakat and waqf, Shia traditions incorporate the role of marja'iyya (religious 

authority) in guiding socio-economic policies. The concept of wilayat al-faqih in Shia 

governance extends to sustainable development by ensuring that religious leadership 

supervises economic and environmental policies. Comparatively, Sunni-majority states like 

Malaysia and Indonesia implement sustainability policies through Islamic financial 

institutions and government-backed waqf models 1 . Harahap et al. argue that Sharia-

compliant finance can contribute to sustainable development by promoting economic 

inclusivity and reducing social inequalities, aligning well with SDG objectives2. 

 
1 Khadar Ahmed Dirie, Md Mahmudul Alam, and Selamah Maamor, "Islamic social finance for 

achieving sustainable development goals: a systematic literature review and future research agenda," 
International Journal of Ethics and Systems ahead-of-print, no. ahead-of-print (2023), 
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJOES-12-2022-0317. 

2 Burhanudin Harahap, Tastaftiyan Risfandy, and Inas N. Futri, "Islamic Law, Islamic Finance, and 
Sustainable Development Goals: A Systematic Literature Review," Sustainability 15, no. 8 (2023), 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su15086626. 



 
MILRev : Metro Islamic Law Review  

ISSN: 2986-528X 
Vol. 4 No. 1 January-June 2025, Pages 1-30 

 3 

Furthermore, Al-Jayyousi et al. investigate sustainable development within an 

Islamic worldview, highlighting how community responsibility and environmental 

conservation are deeply rooted in Islamic values3. They emphasise that Islamic principles 

of shared prosperity and ethical resource management provide a strong foundation for 

addressing sustainability challenges4. Dirie et al. also underscore that Islamic law supports 

a governance model grounded in social justice, equitable resource distribution, and public 

welfare, essential elements of sustainable development 5 . Research on sustainable 

development within Islamic finance has advanced considerably. For instance, Jan et al. 

propose an Islamic corporate governance framework for financial institutions, emphasising 

sustainability through transparency, ethical investment, and social responsibility, though 

its primary application remains within the private sector6. This framework reflects the ideas 

of Zaman and Qadir, who argue that Islamic finance promotes economic sustainability and 

aligns with ethical aspects of sustainability, including social justice and resource 

stewardship, elements critical to sustainable governance7. Extending these principles to 

public governance structures could potentially create a more impactful model for 

sustainable development in Muslim-majority countries. 

Hayati et al. examine the connection between Islamic human rights principles and 

sustainable development, suggesting that Islamic values such as fairness and transparency 

can foster political stability, contributing positively to political development 8. Human 

 
3 Odeh Al-Jayyousi et al., "Re-Thinking Sustainable Development within Islamic Worldviews: A 

Systematic Literature Review," Sustainability 14, no. 12 (2022), https://doi.org/10.3390/su14127300. 
4 Atih Rohaeti Dariah, Salleh, Muhammad Syukri, Shafiai, Hakimi M., "A New Approach for 

Sustainable Development Goals in Islamic Perspective," Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences 219 (2016), 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2016.05.001. 

5 Dirie, Alam, and Maamor, "Islamic social finance for achieving sustainable development goals: a 
systematic literature review and future research agenda." 

6 Ahmad Ali Jan, Fong-Woon Lai, and Muhammad Tahir, "Developing an Islamic Corporate 
Governance framework to examine sustainability performance in Islamic Banks and Financial Institutions," 
Journal of Cleaner Production 315 (2021/09/15/ 2021), https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2021.128099. 

7 Hidayah Nur and Azis Abdul, "Implementation of Progressive Law in Sharia Banking Dispute 
Settlement: Case Study of Religious Court Decisions in Indonesia," - 27, no. - 1 (2023), 
https://doi.org/10.20414/ujis.v27i1.652  

8 R. Hayati, Arnes, O., & Kirin, A. , "An Exploration of the Innovation Developed and Adopted by 
Indonesian Online Zakat Institutions in the Era of Smart Society 5.0," MILRev: Metro Islamic Law Review 2, 
no. 2 (%11/%15 2023), https://doi.org/10.32332/milrev.v2i2.8091. 
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rights discourse in sustainable development often relies on international frameworks such 

as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the Cairo Declaration on 

Human Rights in Islam (CDHRI), an Islamic alternative that aligns legal principles with 

Sharia. The UDHR emphasises a universal, secular approach to rights, with broad 

application across legal and political contexts, while the CDHRI presents a Sharia-centered 

perspective that integrates human rights with religious obligations. 

While the UDHR promotes a secular and universal approach to human rights, the 

Cairo Declaration emphasises rights within the framework of Sharia. The Cairo 

Declaration aligns with SDG principles of social justice (SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities) 

and peace (SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions) but diverges in areas such as 

freedom of expression and gender equality. Bridging these perspectives requires 

recognising shared objectives while respecting cultural and religious contexts. 

A comparative analysis reveals that both frameworks share dignity, justice, and 

equality goals but differ in interpreting and implementing these principles. For example, 

while the UDHR supports absolute freedom of speech, the Cairo Declaration conditions 

freedom of expression within Islamic ethical guidelines, particularly concerning religious 

sensitivities. Additionally, gender equality under the SDGs promotes full social and 

economic inclusion for women, while Islamic governance models emphasise gender roles 

within family and societal structures, often leading to regionally varied applications of 

rights. Addressing these divergences is essential for ensuring inclusive policy development 

within Muslim-majority nations, where governance structures must balance international 

legal standards with religious and cultural traditions. A nuanced understanding of how 

these frameworks interact will contribute to harmonising sustainable development goals 

with Islamic governance principles9. Al-Rawi further emphasises that the Holy Quran 

advocates for a balanced approach to material and spiritual development, creating a 

framework for sustainability that respects both human welfare and environmental 

 
9 Labeeb Bsoul et al., "Islam’s Perspective on Environmental Sustainability: A Conceptual Analysis," 

Social Sciences 11, no. 6 (2022), https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci11060228. 
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stewardship10. Maamor et al. introduce the Umranic framework, an Islamic model linking 

spiritual and physical dimensions of development to foster human and environmental well-

being11. However, empirical evidence on the practical application of this framework 

remains sparse, reflecting a gap in the literature regarding how Islamic values can be 

operationalised in sustainable governance. Fredericks notes that sustainable development 

in Muslim-majority countries often encounters challenges related to governance structures, 

particularly when frameworks for accountability and inclusivity are weak, undermining 

sustainable governance efforts. Addressing these limitations, Canbaz advocates 

incorporating Islamic finance principles into state governance, suggesting that ethical 

investment and resource conservation could enhance public institutions' social and 

environmental accountability12. These insights reveal a critical need for empirical research 

exploring how Islamic governance models can practically apply sustainable development 

principles, especially within civil state institutions. 

This study hypothesises that sustainable development within an Islamic framework 

can significantly contribute to political development by promoting governance structures 

based on justice, equity, and human rights. Empirical evidence from Indonesia, Turkey, 

and Malaysia demonstrates the integration of sustainable development within Islamic 

governance. In Indonesia, zakat-based poverty alleviation programs directly support SDG 

1 (No Poverty), with organisations such as Baznas distributing resources for social welfare. 

Malaysia's Green Sukuk initiative has successfully financed renewable energy projects, 

aligning with SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy). The state-backed waqf system in 

Turkey has been leveraged for urban renewal projects that contribute to SDG 11 

 
10 Al-Rawi Qutaiba Fawzi Jassam, "Sustainable Development in the Holy Quran and its Role in 

Human Construction," KnE Social Sciences 8, no. 6 (03/13 2023), https://doi.org/10.18502/kss.v8i6.13122. 
11 Selamah Maamor et al., "Utilization and Governance of Waqf Property: A Corporation Institution 

Experience," in Handbook of Research on Islamic Social Finance and Economic Recovery After a Global Health Crisis, 
ed. Salina Kassim, Anwar Hasan Abdullah Othman, and Razali Haron (Hershey, PA, USA: IGI Global, 
2021). 

12 Muhammet Fatih Canbaz, "Sürdürülebilir Kalkınma Hedefleri ve İslami Finans Perspektifi," 
[Sustainable Development Goals and Islamic Finance Perspective.] Gaziantep University Journal of Social Sciences 
21, no. 4 (October 2022), https://doi.org/10.21547/jss.1109383. 
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(Sustainable Cities and Communities) 13. It posits that Islamic values, particularly justice 

('Adl), equity (Qist), and accountability (Mas'uliyyah), can reinforce sustainable development 

principles, thereby enhancing governance quality and social cohesion. Alhendasi et al. 

support this view, demonstrating that Islamic banks can advance sustainable development 

by prioritis  ing public welfare and accountability through ethical finance practices. Drawing 

on such principles, this study seeks to illustrate how integrating Islamic values within state 

governance could strengthen political stability and contribute to sustainable societal 

outcomes. 

This approach aligns with the broader academic discourse on Islam and 

sustainability, offering practical insights for policymakers seeking to achieve development 

goals in Muslim- majority societies 14 . By bridging theoretical insights with policy 

recommendations, the study aims to establish a robust model for embedding Islamic 

ethical principles within sustainable governance, creating a more just, resilient, and 

sustainable society. Scepticism exists regarding the SDG framework's applicability in 

Islamic governance. Some scholars argue that global sustainability initiatives, particularly 

those led by Western institutions, risk overlooking indigenous governance models. Islamic 

governance frameworks, such as those in Saudi Arabia and Iran, prioritise sovereignty and 

cultural authenticity over externally imposed policies. The challenge lies in aligning 

international SDGs with domestic policies while maintaining religious and national 

identities12. 

METHOD 

This study adopts a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and 

quantitative data to explore the alignment between sustainable development principles and 

Islamic governance frameworks. The methodology includes a systematic literature review, 

 
13 Isahaque Ali and Zulkarnain A. Hatta, "Zakat as a Poverty Reduction Mechanism Among the 

Muslim Community: Case Study of Bangladesh, Malaysia, and Indonesia," Asian Social Work and Policy Review 
8, no. 1 (2014/02/01 2014), https://doi.org/10.1111/aswp.12025. 

14 Miftahul Huda and Lukman Santoso Az, "Implementation of Corporate Waqf Core Principles in 
the Development of Waqf in Indonesia," Academic Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies 11 (09/02 2022), 
https://doi.org/10.36941/ajis-2022-0129. 
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conceptual analysis, thematic analysis, semi-structured interviews, and a quantitative survey 

with experts and practitioners in Islamic law, governance, and sustainability. This 

comprehensive approach offers theoretical depth and empirical validation, allowing for a 

nuanced examination of how sustainable development goals (SDGs) can be practically 

integrated within Islamic political systems 15. The systematic literature review follows 

protocols by Al-Jayyousi et al., synthesising insights from 150 peer-reviewed articles, policy 

reports, and religious texts published within the last decade 16. The review spans Islamic 

finance, social justice, environmental ethics, and governance, capturing recent scholarly 

discourse on sustainable development within Islamic contexts. This review identifies core 

values and operational principles within Islamic teachings that could support sustainable 

governance practices by analysing literature from various regions and institutions, including 

Muslim-majority countries and Islamic finance bodies. 

The conceptual analysis focuses on key Islamic values relevant to sustainable 

development, such as justice ('Adl), equity (Qist), and responsibility (Mas'uliyyah), drawing 

on frameworks from Dariah et al.17 and Hidayah & Azis 18 to deconstruct and examine these 

values' compatibility with SDG objectives. This analysis provides a theoretical foundation, 

clarifying how Islamic principles can shape governance structures that support social equity 

and environmental accountability, reinforcing sustainable development goals. A thematic 

analysis was conducted on 100 policy documents and reports from Islamic financial 

institutions, government bodies in Muslim-majority countries, and international 

organisations collaborating on sustainability initiatives within Islamic frameworks to 

operationalise these findings. Inspired by Fredericks, this thematic analysis categorises 

recurrent themes such as ethical governance, social responsibility, and environmental 

 
15 Dirie, Alam, and Maamor, "Islamic social finance for achieving sustainable development goals: a 

systematic literature review and future research agenda." 
16 Harahap, Risfandy, and Futri, "Islamic Law, Islamic Finance, and Sustainable Development Goals: 

A Systematic Literature Review." 
17 Dariah, "A New Approach for Sustainable Development Goals in Islamic Perspective." 
18 Nur and Abdul, "Implementation of Progressive Law in Sharia Banking Dispute Settlement: Case 

Study of Religious Court Decisions in Indonesia." 
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stewardship, linking them to SDG targets in Islamic governance19. Empirical data was 

further enriched by conducting 25 semi-structured interviews with Islamic scholars, legal 

experts, policymakers, and sustainability practitioners from regions like Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Saudi Arabia, and the UAE, areas with significant engagement in Islamic governance and 

sustainable development. These interviews were designed to capture expert insights on the 

practical integration of SDGs into Islamic governance models and the role of Islamic values 

in advancing political stability, social justice, and environmental protection 20. The interview 

data, coded thematically using NVivo software, offers in-depth perspectives on the feasibility 

and challenges of aligning SDGs with Islamic governance. 

In addition to the interviews, a quantitative survey was administered to 200 

respondents from Islamic financial institutions, environmental organisations, and 

governance bodies across Muslim-majority regions. This survey aimed to quantify 

perceptions of sustainable development practices within Islamic frameworks, identifying 

levels of alignment and potential challenges. Quantitative data were analysed using SPSS, 

focusing on descriptive and inferential statistics to reveal trends and assess perceptions 

across sectors. This survey provides an empirical grounding, ensuring that the conceptual 

insights from the literature and interviews are supported by quantitative evidence4. The 

study hypothesises that integrating sustainable development principles within Islamic 

governance frameworks can contribute significantly to political development by fostering 

structures rooted in justice, equity, and accountability. The hypothesis posits that 

embedding Islamic values within governance systems can enhance governance quality, social 

cohesion, and environmental responsibility, ultimately supporting sustainable development 

objectives and political stability21. 

 
19 L. J.  Fredericks, "Managing Sustainable Development and Poverty Alleviation in the Islamic 

World," American Journal of Islam and Society, 26, no. 1 (2009), https://doi.org/10.35632/ajis.v26i1.1431. 
20 Dirie, Alam, and Maamor, "Islamic social finance for achieving sustainable development goals: a 

systematic literature review and future research agenda." 
21 Rusdiana Priatna Wijaya, "Cash Waqf Linked Dinfra (Cwl-Fra) As Waqf Innovation Model 

Integrated With Infrastructure Instrument For National Economic Recovery And Sustainability," Malaysian 
Journal of Syariah and Law 11, no. 2 (12/01 2023), https://doi.org/10.33102/mjsl.vol11no2.422. 
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This methodology combines theoretical analysis with empirical data, ensuring a 

comprehensive investigation of sustainable development within Islamic governance. By 

integrating qualitative and quantitative insights, the study provides a robust model for 

embedding Islamic ethical principles within sustainable governance, which can be 

instrumental for policymakers in Muslim-majority countries striving to align their 

governance practices with the SDGs. This approach reflects Al-Rawi's emphasis on a 

culturally embedded model of sustainability and aims to contribute a balanced, policy-

oriented perspective for sustainable political and social development in alignment with 

Islamic values 22. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Integration of contemporary Islamic Principles with Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) 

Islamic principles, rooted in values such as justice, stewardship, and community 

welfare, offer practical frameworks for advancing SDGs. Islamic institutions, including 

financial organisations, development banks, and charitable bodies, leverage tools like zakat, 

waqf, and Sukuk bonds to address poverty, inequality, and environmental challenges. This 

expanded analysis highlights specific examples of these principles in action, demonstrating 

their alignment with SDGs. The table below provides a detailed overview of how Islamic 

governance aligns with diverse SDGs through institutional practices and initiatives 

underpinned by data and insights from scholarly sources. 

Table 1: The Role of Islamic Institutions in Achieving the United Nations' Sustainable 
Development Goals 

SDG Islamic 
Principle 

Institution 
Type 

Example Implementation 

SDG 1: No 
Poverty 

Social Justice Islamic 
Financial 

Institutions 

Zakat funds support 
microfinance programs, 
enabling small businesses in 
underserved communities to 

 
22 Hayati, "An Exploration of the Innovation Developed and Adopted by Indonesian Online Zakat 

Institutions in the Era of Smart Society 5.0." 
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generate sustainable income. 
Harahap et al. highlight this as 
essential for poverty 
alleviation23. 

SDG 2: Zero 
Hunger 

Community 
Welfare 

Charitable 
Foundations 

Islamic waqf funds support 
agricultural projects, including 
irrigation systems and food 
distribution networks, ensuring 
food security. Dirie et al. 
explore this role in reducing 
hunger 24. 

SDG 3: Good 
Health 

Community 
Welfare 

Islamic 
Charities and 

NGOs 

Waqf-based medical facilities 
improve healthcare access in 
underserved areas, 
contributing to SDG 3 by 
ensuring equitable health 
outcomes. Dirie et al. 
emphasise this transformative 
role 25. 

SDG 4: Quality 
Education 

Pursuit of 
knowledge ('Ilm) 

Educational 
Trusts and 

Waqf 

Waqf-financed schools and 
scholarships provide access to 
quality education for 
marginalised groups. Dariah et 
al. explore how waqf supports 
educational equity 26. 

SDG 5: Gender 
Equality 

Equity (Qist) Policy and 
Governance 

Women empowerment 
programs, such as vocational 
training and education, align 
with Islamic principles of 
equity. Al-Jayyousi et al. 
highlight these initiatives in 
Muslim-majority countries3. 

SDG 6: Clean 
Water 

Environmental 
stewardship 

Charitable 
Organisations 

Zakat-funded water projects 
improve access to clean water 
and sanitation in rural areas, 
reflecting Islamic principles of 
resource equity. Fredericks 

 
23 Harahap, Risfandy, and Futri, "Islamic Law, Islamic Finance, and Sustainable Development Goals: 

A Systematic Literature Review." 
24 Dirie, Alam, and Maamor, "Islamic social finance for achieving sustainable development goals: a 

systematic literature review and future research agenda." 
25 Dariah, "A New Approach for Sustainable Development Goals in Islamic Perspective." 
26 Dariah, "A New Approach for Sustainable Development Goals in Islamic Perspective." 
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highlights these efforts' 
impact19. 

SDG 7: Clean 
Energy 

Environmental 
stewardship 

Islamic 
Development 

Banks 

Renewable energy projects 
financed through Sukuk bonds 
align with Islamic principles of 
sustainability. Zaman and 
Qadir emphasise Sukuk's role 
in financing clean energy 
initiatives27. 

SDG 8: Decent 
Work 

Ethical labour 
practices 

Islamic Banks 
and Enterprises 

Sharia-compliant microfinance 
initiatives empower 
entrepreneurs and promote 
ethical employment. Harahap 
et al. explore their importance 
for economic inclusivity28. 

SDG 9: 
Industry, 

Innovation, and 
Infrastructure 

Innovation and 
resource-sharing 

Islamic 
Development 
Institutions 

Public-private partnerships 
funded by Sukuk promote 
innovation and infrastructure 
development that align with 
ethical and sustainable 
practices. Canbaz highlights 
the transformative potential of 
such initiatives29. 

SDG 10: 
Reduced 

Inequalities 

Social equity Islamic 
Financial 

Institutions 

Zakat distribution programs 
address systemic inequalities by 
supporting disadvantaged 
groups. Harahap et al. 
emphasise the redistributive 
justice inherent in zakat30. 

SDG 11: 
Sustainable 

Cities 

Social justice 
and welfare 

Urban Planning 
Bodies 

Urban renewal projects 
financed through Sukuk bonds 
focus on housing and 
infrastructure improvements in 
underserved urban areas. 
Canbaz discusses ethical urban 
development initiatives29. 

 
27 J. Qadir, & Zaman, A., "Sustainable development viewed from the lens of Islam," International 

Journal of Pluralism and Economics Education 10, no. 1 (2019), https://doi.org/10.1504/IJPEE.2019.10019578. 
28 Harahap, Risfandy, and Futri, "Islamic Law, Islamic Finance, and Sustainable Development Goals: 

A Systematic Literature Review." 
29 Canbaz, "Sürdürülebilir Kalkınma Hedefleri ve İslami Finans Perspektifi." 
30 Harahap, Risfandy, and Futri, "Islamic Law, Islamic Finance, and Sustainable Development Goals: 

A Systematic Literature Review." 
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SDG 12: 
Responsible 

Consumption 
and Production 

Stewardship 
and 

accountability 

Islamic 
Development 

Banks 

Green financing programs 
promote sustainable 
agricultural and industrial 
practices, minimising 
environmental impacts. 
Hidayah & Azis link Islamic 
stewardship to responsible 
production31. 

SDG 13: 
Climate Action 

Environmental 
stewardship 

Islamic NGOs 
and Banks 

Climate resilience projects 
funded by Islamic financial 
tools, such as Green Sukuk, 
support reforestation and 
renewable energy, reducing 
carbon footprints. Fredericks 
highlights their efficacy in 
combating climate change32. 

SDG 14: Life 
Below Water 

Resource 
conservation 

Islamic 
Environmental 

Charities 

Programs focused on marine 
conservation, funded by 
Sadaqah (voluntary charity), 
align with Islamic teachings on 
protecting aquatic ecosystems. 
Hidayah and Azis discuss this 
alignment with SDG 1431. 

SDG 15: Life on 
Land 

Stewardship 
and 

preservation 

Islamic 
Development 
Institutions 

Reforestation projects and 
conservation initiatives are 
funded by Islamic waqf, 
reflecting Islamic principles of 
land stewardship. Dirie et al. 
discuss the role of Islamic 
endowments in preserving 
biodiversity33. 

SDG 16: Peace, 
Justice, and 

Strong 
Institutions 

Justice ('Adl) Governance 
and Civil 

Institutions 

Transparent governance 
frameworks grounded in 
Islamic principles of justice 
strengthen institutional trust 
and promote peace. Zawawi 

 
31 Nur and Abdul, "Implementation of Progressive Law in Sharia Banking Dispute Settlement: Case 

Study of Religious Court Decisions in Indonesia." 
32 Fredericks, "Managing Sustainable Development and Poverty Alleviation in the Islamic World." 
33 Dirie, Alam, and Maamor, "Islamic social finance for achieving sustainable development goals: a 

systematic literature review and future research agenda." 
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highlights these principles as 
central to Islamic governance34. 

Source: Author's Interpretation 

The data in the expanded table highlights the alignment between Islamic 

governance frameworks and all 17 SDGs, demonstrating their applicability in diverse global 

contexts. Quantitative insights reveal that 93% of survey respondents strongly supported 

zakat-based poverty alleviation programs (SDG 1), emphasising their efficacy in reducing 

inequalities. Similarly, 87% of experts acknowledged the transformative potential of waqf-

funded education and healthcare (SDGs 3 and 4), reinforcing findings by Dirie et al. that 

waqf is a sustainable funding model for social welfare 35. Renewable energy projects 

financed by Sukuk bonds (SDG 7) were endorsed by 92% of respondents, aligning with 

Hidayah & Azis, who emphasise the adaptability of Islamic finance in addressing 

environmental challenges 36. Initiatives promoting urban sustainability (SDG 11) and 

infrastructure development (SDG 9) were similarly highlighted, with Canbaz pointing to 

the ethical foundations of Sukuk bonds in enabling equitable urban planning 37. 

Further implementation should focus on expanding Green Sukuk issuance to fund 

renewable energy and climate action initiatives, directly contributing to SDGs 7 (Affordable 

and Clean Energy) and 13 (Climate Action). Digitalising zakat and waqf processes is 

another critical step, enhancing transparency and accountability in resource allocation 

while ensuring efficient support for multiple SDGs. Strengthening international 

partnerships for sustainable development projects aligns with SDG 17 (Partnerships for the 

Goals). This approach reflects the collaborative potential emphasised by Al-Jayyousi et al., 

highlighting the importance of joint efforts in advancing sustainability goals 38. This study 

 
34 Zawawi Zawawi et al., "Waqf and sustainable development law: models of waqf institutions in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Indonesia," Ijtihad : Jurnal Wacana Hukum Islam dan Kemanusiaan 23, no. 1 
(2023), https://doi.org/10.18326/ijtihad.v23i1.93-114. 

35 Dirie, Alam, and Maamor, "Islamic social finance for achieving sustainable development goals: a 
systematic literature review and future research agenda." 

36 Nur and Abdul, "Implementation of Progressive Law in Sharia Banking Dispute Settlement: Case 
Study of Religious Court Decisions in Indonesia." 

37 Canbaz, "Sürdürülebilir Kalkınma Hedefleri ve İslami Finans Perspektifi." 
38 Odeh Al-Jayyousi et al., "A Critical Discourse Analysis on Climate Change in a Globalized World: 

The Nexus of Islam and Sustainable Development," Sustainability 15, no. 19 (2023), 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su151914515. 
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validates prior research by illustrating the multidimensional impact of Islamic governance 

on achieving SDGs, offering actionable insights to scale these practices globally. 

Empirical Validation through Survey and Interview Data 

Quantitative and qualitative data validate the conceptual alignment of Islamic 

governance with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Surveys conducted with 200 

respondents from Islamic financial institutions, environmental organisations, and 

governance bodies in Muslim-majority regions reveal high levels of agreement on the 

compatibility of Islamic principles with sustainability practices. Expert interviews further 

substantiate these findings, emphasising Islamic values like justice ('Adl), stewardship 

(Khalifah), and equity (Qist) as central to achieving sustainable development. The table 

below summarises survey data highlighting the perceptions of Islamic governance in 

promoting equity, environmental sustainability, and social welfare. 

Table 2: Survey Results on Perceptions of Islamic Governance Supporting Sustainable 
Development (n=200) 

Statement 

St
ro

n
gl

y 
A

gr
ee

 

A
gr

ee
 

N
eu

tr
al

 

D
is

ag
re

e 

St
ro

n
gl

y 
D

is
ag

re
e 

Islamic financial instruments, 
including zakat and waqf, are highly 
effective in reducing poverty. Ghofur 
et al.39 emphasised their role in 
financial inclusion and microfinance 
programs, while Wijaya et al.40 noted 
their impact in fostering poverty 
alleviation and equitable growth. 

62% 30% 5% 2% 1% 

Stewardship (Khalifah), a core Islamic 
principle, promotes sustainable 
environmental policies. Hidayah & 
Azis7 highlighted its application in 
renewable energy initiatives, and 

58% 34% 6% 2% 0% 

 
39 Ruslan Ghofur and Pertiwi Utami, "The Role of Muslim Generation Community at Zakat 

Collection on Realizing Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the Era of Digital Society 5.0," JURIS 
(Jurnal Ilmiah Syariah) 22 (06/14 2023), https://doi.org/10.31958/juris.v22i1.6562. 

40 Wijaya, "Cash Waqf Linked Dinfra (Cwl-Fra) As Waqf Innovation Model Integrated With 
Infrastructure Instrument For National Economic Recovery And Sustainability." 
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Fredericks19 discussed its role in 
conservation and environmental 
protection. 
Sharia-compliant governance models, 
rooted in justice ('Adl) and equity 
(Qist), enhance resource distribution 
and align with sustainable 
development frameworks. Dirie et al.5 
and Bsoul et al.41 emphasised their 
ability to achieve equity-driven 
governance outcomes. 

55% 35% 7% 3% 0% 

Islamic governance frameworks 
emphasise transparency and 
accountability, strengthen 
institutional trust, and foster social 
cohesion. Hayati et al.42 highlighted 
their role in mitigating social discord, 
while Zawawi43 underscored their 
capacity to build societal cohesion. 

60% 32% 6% 2% 0% 

Equity-driven Islamic governance 
models reduce socio-economic 
inequalities through mechanisms like 
zakat and waqf. Al-Jayyousi et al.44 and 
Hidayah & Azis45 demonstrated their 
effectiveness in addressing disparities 
in Muslim-majority societies. 

57% 37% 4% 2% 0% 

Source: Author's Interpretation 

The survey results strongly validate the hypothesis that Islamic governance aligns 

with SDGs. 92% of respondents agreed that Islamic financial instruments effectively 

address poverty (SDG 1), supporting findings by Harahap et al.46 on zakat's redistributive 

role. Similarly, 92% of participants affirmed that stewardship principles (Khalifah) promote 

 
41 Bsoul et al., "Islam’s Perspective on Environmental Sustainability: A Conceptual Analysis." 

42 Hayati, "An Exploration of the Innovation Developed and Adopted by Indonesian Online Zakat 
Institutions in the Era of Smart Society 5.0." 

43 Zawawi et al., "Waqf and sustainable development law: models of waqf institutions in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia and Indonesia." 

44 Al-Jayyousi et al., "Re-Thinking Sustainable Development within Islamic Worldviews: A Systematic 
Literature Review." 

45 Nur and Abdul, "Implementation of Progressive Law in Sharia Banking Dispute Settlement: Case 
Study of Religious Court Decisions in Indonesia." 

46 Harahap, Risfandy, and Futri, "Islamic Law, Islamic Finance, and Sustainable Development Goals: 
A Systematic Literature Review." 
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environmental policies, reflecting Hidayah & Aziz7 emphasis on Islamic governance 

fostering ecological sustainability. Moreover, 90% of respondents supported Sharia-

compliant models for equitable resource distribution (SDG 10), which aligns with Hayati 

et al.42, highlighting the role of equity in reducing socio-economic inequalities. Expert 

interviews emphasised the importance of trust-building in governance, with 92% 

agreement on the role of Islamic values in fostering social cohesion and institutional 

credibility. 

Several key initiatives can be implemented further to enhance the alignment of 

Islamic governance principles with SDGs. First, scaling poverty alleviation programs by 

integrating digital zakat and waqf distribution platforms can significantly improve 

transparency and extend these resources to underserved populations, directly addressing 

SDG 1. Second, expanding stewardship practices by increasing investment in Green Sukuk 

can support renewable energy and sustainable agriculture projects, contributing to SDGs 7 

and 13 by promoting environmental sustainability and climate resilience. Lastly, 

strengthening governance models through equity-driven resource policies within Islamic 

governance systems can effectively reduce inequalities and bridge institutional gaps, 

aligning with SDG 10. These strategies reinforce Islamic governance's compatibility with 

SDG objectives and highlight its global potential in fostering sustainable development 

across economic, environmental, and social domains. 

Comparative Analysis of Governance Models and Sustainable Development Outcomes 

Thematic analysis of 25 expert interviews provides valuable insights into how 

Islamic governance principles, justice ('Adl), and accountability (Mas'uliyyah) align with 

sustainable development frameworks. Experts emphasised the role of these principles in 

fostering ethical governance and sustainable practices across multiple sectors, including 

finance, health, energy, and environmental conservation. These insights complement 

survey findings, offering real-world examples of Islamic values supporting SDGs. The case 

studies highlight innovative implementations, such as Green Sukuk for renewable energy 

and microinsurance for equitable healthcare, showcasing the adaptability of Islamic 

governance frameworks to achieve sustainability objectives. The table below summarises 
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these insights across various sectors, linking key principles to specific SDGs and 

implementation strategies. 

Table 2: Summary of Expert Insights on Sustainable Governance within Islamic 
Frameworks 

Sector Key Insight Supporting 
SDG 

Implementation Example 

Fi
n

an
ce

 

Ethical finance 
limits excessive 

risk 

SDG 1: No 
Poverty 

Microfinance initiatives for small 
businesses, implemented through zakat 
and waqf, foster financial inclusion and 
reduce poverty. Harahap et al.47 highlight 
Zakat's effectiveness, and Canbaz48 
emphasises Waqf's role in supporting 
economic equity. 

H
ea

lt
h 

Equity in health 
access 

SDG 3: Good 
Health 

Islamic microinsurance programs funded 
by Zakat ensure equitable access to 
healthcare in underserved communities. 
Hayati et al.49 emphasise this approach's 
potential to reduce health disparities, 
supported further by Alhendasi et al.50. 

E
n

vi
ro

n
m

en
t Stewardship 

promotes 
conservation 

SDG 7: Clean 
Energy 

Green Sukuk initiatives fund renewable 
energy projects, promoting 
environmental sustainability. Hidayah, 
Azis51 , and Zawawi52 highlight the 
stewardship principles that drive these 
efforts in renewable energy financing. 

G
ov

er
n

an
ce

 Justice-driven 
governance 

supports social 
cohesion 

SDG 16: Peace, 
Justice & Strong 

Institutions 

Decentralised governance models rooted 
in justice ('Adl) and transparency build 
institutional trust and societal cohesion. 
This approach aligns with findings by 
Maamor et al.53 and Bsoul et al.54 

 
47 Harahap, Risfandy, and Futri, "Islamic Law, Islamic Finance, and Sustainable Development Goals: 

A Systematic Literature Review." 
48 Canbaz, "Sürdürülebilir Kalkınma Hedefleri ve İslami Finans Perspektifi." 
49 Hayati, "An Exploration of the Innovation Developed and Adopted by Indonesian Online Zakat 

Institutions in the Era of Smart Society 5.0." 
50 Alhendasi, Yaacob, and Shehab, "The role of Islamic banks in achieving sustainable development." 
51 Nur and Abdul, "Implementation of Progressive Law in Sharia Banking Dispute Settlement: Case 

Study of Religious Court Decisions in Indonesia." 
52 Zawawi et al., "Waqf and sustainable development law: models of waqf institutions in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Indonesia." 
53 Maamor et al., "Utilization and Governance of Waqf Property: A Corporation Institution 

Experience." 
54 Bsoul et al., "Islam’s Perspective on Environmental Sustainability: A Conceptual Analysis." 
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E
du

ca
ti

on
 Knowledge 

pursuit enables 
equity 

SDG 4: Quality 
Education 

Scholarships and institutions funded by 
waqf provide marginalised students 
access to quality education. Dirie et al.55 
highlights waqf's role in advancing 
education, further supported by Huda & 
Santoso.56 

A
gr

ic
ul

tu
re

 Stewardship 
ensures 

sustainable 
practices 

SDG 2: Zero 
Hunger 

Irrigation systems funded through waqf 
improve agricultural productivity and 
food security. Jan et al.57 discuss 
sustainable agricultural practices enabled 
by waqf, and Fredericks58 highlights its 
role in rural development. 

In
du

st
ry

 

Innovation 
through Islamic 

finance 

SDG 9: 
Industry, 

Innovation, 
Infrastructure 

Sukuk-backed industrial innovation 
promotes sustainable infrastructure 
development, fostering economic 
resilience. Canbaz59 emphasises Sukuk's 
adaptability in funding such projects, 
which is supported further by Ali and 
Hatta60. 

U
rb

an
is

at
io

n 

Equitable 
resource 

distribution in 
cities 

SDG 11: 
Sustainable 

Cities 

Urban renewal projects supported by 
Sukuk improve housing and 
infrastructure for underserved 
communities. Huda & Santoso61 
highlight the alignment with ethical 
Islamic practices, supported by Qadir 
and Zaman.62 

Source: Author's Interpretation 

Islamic civil institutions operate within diverse political systems, influencing 

governance models differently. Religious authorities and waqf organisations collaborate 

with state institutions in constitutional monarchies like Jordan and Morocco to implement 

 
55 Dirie, Alam, and Maamor, "Islamic social finance for achieving sustainable development goals: a 

systematic literature review and future research agenda." 
56 Huda and Santoso Az, "Implementation of Corporate Waqf Core Principles in the Development 

of Waqf in Indonesia." 
57 Jan, Lai, and Tahir, "Developing an Islamic Corporate Governance framework to examine 

sustainability performance in Islamic Banks and Financial Institutions." 
58 Fredericks, "Managing Sustainable Development and Poverty Alleviation in the Islamic World." 
59 Canbaz, "Sürdürülebilir Kalkınma Hedefleri ve İslami Finans Perspektifi." 
60 Ali and Hatta, "Zakat as a Poverty Reduction Mechanism Among the Muslim Community: Case 

Study of Bangladesh, Malaysia, and Indonesia." 
61 Huda and Santoso Az, "Implementation of Corporate Waqf Core Principles in the Development 

of Waqf in Indonesia." 
62 Qadir, "Sustainable development viewed from the lens of Islam." 
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sustainability policies. In Islamic republics like Iran, governance structures integrate 

religious oversight, where the Supreme Leader and religious councils influence 

sustainability initiatives. These models illustrate varied applications of Islamic governance 

in achieving SDGs 58. The table underscores the cross-sectoral adaptability of Islamic 

governance principles in advancing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In the 

finance sector, over 92% of survey respondents endorsed microfinance initiatives as 

effective tools for poverty alleviation, aligning with the findings of Harahap et al.63 In 

healthcare, 87% of experts emphasised the role of Islamic microinsurance in improving 

access to equitable healthcare services, consistent with Dirie et al.64 Environmental 

stewardship, particularly through Green Sukuk for renewable energy projects (SDG 7), 

received strong support from 90% of respondents, corroborating insights by Hidayah & 

Azis on Islamic finance's role in sustainability efforts. 

To further leverage Islamic governance for sustainable development, key strategies 

include expanding Green Sukuk issuance to finance energy and industrial projects (SDGs 

7 and 9), strengthening educational outreach by utilising waqf to fund scholarships and 

vocational training (SDG 4), and promoting urban sustainability through Sukuk-backed 

infrastructure projects that ensure equitable access to housing and public services (SDG 

11). These findings and proposed strategies validate the multidimensional impact of Islamic 

governance frameworks, highlighting their critical role in fostering global sustainable 

development across diverse sectors. 

Comparison with Previous Studies 

The results of this study corroborate and extend findings from previous research. 

For instance, the role of zakat and waqf (endowment) in poverty reduction was underscored 

by Al-Jayyousi et al.65 as a fundamental aspect of Islamic social finance contributing to SDG 

 
63 Harahap, Risfandy, and Futri, "Islamic Law, Islamic Finance, and Sustainable Development Goals: 

A Systematic Literature Review." 
64 Dirie, Alam, and Maamor, "Islamic social finance for achieving sustainable development goals: a 

systematic literature review and future research agenda." 
65 Al-Jayyousi et al., "A Critical Discourse Analysis on Climate Change in a Globalized World: The 

Nexus of Islam and Sustainable Development." 
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1, a finding that aligns closely with our data on zakat's role in supporting vulnerable 

populations. Furthermore, Maamor et al.66 and Zawawi67 highlighted that Islamic 

governance could promote political stability through equitable resource distribution and 

justice-driven policies, resonating with this study's interview findings on the societal 

benefits of Islamic governance structures. 

The study's findings underscore the compatibility of Islamic governance with the 

SDGs, particularly in addressing social justice, environmental stewardship, and economic 

responsibility. Islamic principles, operationalised through zakat, waqf, and ethical finance, 

contribute to sustainable development in Muslim-majority contexts by aligning with 

poverty reduction, health equity, and environmental goals. This study extends existing 

research by providing empirical validation and expert insights, contributing a nuanced 

understanding of how Islamic frameworks can be leveraged to promote sustainable 

development. Future research could focus on longitudinal studies assessing the impact of 

specific Islamic financial models on SDG outcomes across various regions. The study's core 

research question investigates how Islamic governance principles can support sustainable 

development goals (SDGs) within Muslim-majority contexts, specifically examining the 

potential for these principles to enhance political development, social equity, and 

environmental responsibility. The study has aimed to comprehensively respond to this 

question through empirical validation via survey data, expert interviews, and literature 

analysis. 

Alignment of Islamic Governance with Sustainable Development 

The findings affirm that Islamic governance principles such as justice ('Adl), equity 

(Qist), and responsibility (Mas'uliyyah) are highly compatible with the SDGs. For instance, 

the principle of social justice, as operationalised through zakat (mandatory almsgiving) and 

waqf (endowment), effectively supports goals related to poverty alleviation (SDG 1) and 

inequality reduction (SDG 10). Using zakat funds to provide social safety nets for 

 
66 Maamor et al., "Utilization and Governance of Waqf Property: A Corporation Institution 

Experience." 
67 Zawawi et al., "Waqf and sustainable development law: models of waqf institutions in the Kingdom 

of Saudi Arabia and Indonesia." 
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impoverished communities illustrates how Islamic governance structures facilitate inclusive 

growth and social support systems. This aligns with Harahap et al.68 , who emphasise that 

Islamic finance structures promote financial inclusion and reduce economic disparities. 

The concept of stewardship (Khalifa) also plays a crucial role in supporting 

environmental goals such as affordable and clean energy (SDG 7) and climate action (SDG 

13). By framing environmental conservation as a moral obligation within Islamic 

governance, Muslim-majority countries can leverage religious mandates to build public 

support for environmental initiatives. This is consistent with Al-Jayyousi et al.69 , who noted 

that environmental stewardship is a core value within Islamic teachings, enhancing the 

potential for sustainable practices to gain cultural and social acceptance. 

Islamic Governance and Political Development 

The hypothesis posits that embedding sustainable development within Islamic 

governance can foster political stability and development. Evidence from this study 

supports this hypothesis, with findings indicating that justice-driven governance, as 

promoted in Islamic frameworks, contributes to societal cohesion and institutional 

legitimacy. The interviews and survey responses consistently highlighted that Islamic 

governance models build trust within communities by emphasising equitable distribution 

of resources and ethical governance. This aligns with Zawawi's70 argument that justice and 

accountability are foundational to Islamic political philosophy and critical for achieving 

stable governance. 

Through equitable and participatory governance, Islamic principles can support the 

creation of robust civil institutions. For example, SDG 16, which focuses on peace, justice, 

and strong institutions, aligns with the Islamic emphasis on justice and transparency. 

Experts in this study stressed that Islamic governance encourages a decentralised approach, 

 
68 Harahap, Risfandy, and Futri, "Islamic Law, Islamic Finance, and Sustainable Development Goals: 

A Systematic Literature Review." 
69 Al-Jayyousi et al., "A Critical Discourse Analysis on Climate Change in a Globalized World: The 

Nexus of Islam and Sustainable Development." 
70 Zawawi et al., "Waqf and sustainable development law: models of waqf institutions in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Indonesia." 
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where decisions are made with community input, fostering trust and mitigating social 

tensions. Hayati et al.71 found similar patterns, where transparency and fairness in 

governance were linked to reduced political unrest, illustrating the effectiveness of these 

principles in diverse settings. 

Economic Sustainability and Ethical Finance 

One key finding is that Islamic financial principles, which prohibit speculative 

investments and encourage profit-sharing, contribute to economic stability and long-term 

growth. Prohibiting riba (interest) and focusing on ethical investment mechanisms foster 

financial resilience and reduce income volatility, a notable advantage for supporting 

economic sustainability (SDG 8). The Green Sukuk initiatives for renewable energy, 

mentioned by several experts, highlight the adaptability of Islamic finance for funding 

sustainable projects, confirming observations by Hidayah and Azis72 on the importance of 

ethical finance in achieving environmental sustainability. 

This economic sustainability is not only beneficial for environmental goals but also 

serves as a foundational element for social stability. Islamic finance can mitigate the root 

causes of social unrest by promoting economic justice and reducing financial inequalities. 

Findings from previous studies, such as Dirie et al.5, support this notion, arguing that 

Islamic finance's equity-based approach provides a viable model for poverty reduction and 

social equity. 

Hypothesis Validation: Islamic Values Enhancing Sustainable Development 

The study's findings validate the hypothesis that Islamic values, when integrated 

into governance systems, can significantly support sustainable development and political 

stability. Islamic principles offer a complementary framework to the SDGs through social 

welfare programs, environmental stewardship, and ethical governance. This approach 

strengthens governance structures and aligns with the ethical expectations of the Muslim-

 
71 Hayati, "An Exploration of the Innovation Developed and Adopted by Indonesian Online Zakat 

Institutions in the Era of Smart Society 5.0." 
72 Nur and Abdul, "Implementation of Progressive Law in Sharia Banking Dispute Settlement: Case 

Study of Religious Court Decisions in Indonesia." 
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majority societies where these principles are applied. Additionally, the quantitative survey 

data demonstrate strong agreement among participants that Islamic values support 

sustainable development, reinforcing the hypothesis. 

The study extends the existing literature by empirically confirming that Islamic 

governance principles offer a robust pathway to achieving SDGs in Muslim-majority 

contexts when effectively operationalised. Furthermore, by emphasising justice and 

accountability, Islamic governance models contribute positively to political stability, 

economic inclusivity, and social cohesion, core aspects of sustainable development that 

support long-term societal resilience. Future research could delve deeper into comparative 

studies of Islamic governance in varying cultural and regional contexts, analysing how 

specific governance models impact SDG progress to solidify further the role of Islamic 

principles in global sustainable development efforts. 

Islamic Governance and Sustainable Development: Aligning Principles with SDG 

Objectives 

The findings of this article underscore the alignment of Islamic governance 

principles with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), demonstrating their potential 

to address contemporary social, economic, and environmental challenges. By analysing the 

relationship between Islamic values such as justice ('Adl), stewardship (Khalifah), 

accountability (Mas'uliyyah), and SDG frameworks, this research contributes to the 

theoretical, explanatory, and predictive dimensions of sustainable development. The 

theoretical foundation of this study is rooted in the compatibility of Islamic governance 

principles with sustainability objectives. Zawawi73 emphasises that justice and accountability 

are fundamental to Islamic governance, providing a robust framework for achieving 

political stability and societal cohesion. This aligns with findings that zakat (almsgiving) and 

waqf (endowments) directly support SDGs related to poverty alleviation (SDG 1) and 

quality education (SDG 4). Moreover, Al-Rawi10 highlights the role of the Quran in 

 
73 Zawawi et al., "Waqf and sustainable development law: models of waqf institutions in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Indonesia." 
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advocating for environmental stewardship, which reinforces the use of Green Sukuk for 

renewable energy projects (SDG 7).  

As discussed by Qadir and Zaman74, the cross-sectoral adaptability of Islamic 

principles illustrates their effectiveness in promoting inclusive economic growth and 

equitable resource distribution. This study builds on such theoretical insights by providing 

empirical validation, demonstrating how Islamic finance and governance models 

operationalise these principles. The data from this study confirm that Islamic governance 

principles significantly contribute to achieving SDGs across various sectors. For example, 

the use of zakat and waqf for poverty alleviation and educational access aligns with the 

findings of Ghofur75 , who noted that these mechanisms enhance financial inclusion and 

social equity. Similarly, as discussed by Bsoul et al., stewardship principles underpinning 

environmental policies support sustainable energy and climate action initiatives through 

Green Sukuk.  

The integration of justice-driven governance models also enhances institutional 

trust and social cohesion, as corroborated by Ali & Hatta,76 highlighting the role of 

equitable governance in reducing socio-economic inequalities. This study extends these 

findings by linking such models to SDG 16 (Peace, Justice & Strong Institutions), showing 

that decentralised, community-based governance promotes participatory decision-making 

and societal resilience. A hybrid governance model can merge democratic participation 

with sustainable development initiatives, leveraging Islamic ethical frameworks. For 

instance, participatory budgeting in Islamic finance institutions ensures that communities 

have a say in resource allocation, aligning with SDG 16 (Strong Institutions) and Islamic 

principles of accountability. Similarly, integrating Shura (consultative governance) within 

sustainability policymaking fosters community involvement, reinforcing democratic 

legitimacy while upholding Islamic values. 

 
74 Qadir, "Sustainable development viewed from the lens of Islam." 
75 Ghofur and Utami, "The Role of Muslim Generation Community at Zakat Collection on 

Realizing Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the Era of Digital Society 5.0." 
76 Ali and Hatta, "Zakat as a Poverty Reduction Mechanism Among the Muslim Community: Case 

Study of Bangladesh, Malaysia, and Indonesia." 
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The predictive function of this study suggests several avenues for further 

exploration. First, expanding the use of digitalised zakat and waqf mechanisms can enhance 

transparency and accountability, as suggested by Wijaya et al.77. This innovation could 

improve resource distribution efficiency and broaden Islamic finance's impact on SDG 

targets. Second, scaling Green Sukuk for renewable energy and sustainable agriculture 

aligns with the recommendations of Canbaz78, which underscores the adaptability of 

Islamic financial instruments for environmental sustainability. 

Further research could explore the potential of Islamic governance in addressing 

underrepresented SDGs, such as SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 14 (Life Below 

Water). For example, waqf-funded initiatives could support gender-focused educational 

programs and marine conservation projects, expanding the scope of Islamic governance's 

impact on sustainability. This analysis confirms and extends the conclusions of prior 

studies. For instance, ZawawiError! Bookmark not defined. highlighted the foundational 

role of justice and accountability in Islamic governance, which this study validates by 

linking these principles to specific SDGs such as poverty alleviation (SDG 1) and peace and 

justice (SDG 16). Additionally, Al-Rawi79 emphasised the Quranic advocacy for 

environmental stewardship, a finding echoed in this study's analysis of Green Sukuk for 

renewable energy. However, unlike earlier studies that focused primarily on theoretical 

frameworks, this research incorporates empirical data from surveys and interviews, 

providing a more comprehensive understanding of how Islamic principles are 

operationalised across sectors. 

While this study offers significant insights, it is not without limitations. The 

reliance on survey data and expert interviews from predominantly Muslim-majority regions 

may limit the generalizability of the findings to non-Muslim contexts. The study focuses 

primarily on financial, health, and environmental sectors, leaving other areas like gender 

 
77 Wijaya, "Cash Waqf Linked Dinfra (Cwl-Fra) As Waqf Innovation Model Integrated With 

Infrastructure Instrument For National Economic Recovery And Sustainability." 
78 Canbaz, "Sürdürülebilir Kalkınma Hedefleri ve İslami Finans Perspektifi." 
79 Qutaiba Fawzi Jassam, "Sustainable Development in the Holy Quran and its Role in Human 

Construction." 
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equality (SDG 5) and marine conservation (SDG 14) underexplored. Future research 

should include comparative analyses across diverse cultural and regional settings to provide 

a broader perspective. 

Moreover, the study's predictive analysis could benefit from longitudinal data to 

assess the long-term impact of Islamic governance on SDG outcomes. Incorporating more 

quantitative data, such as economic growth metrics or environmental impact indicators, 

would further strengthen the evidence base. This article demonstrates the 

multidimensional impact of Islamic governance principles on sustainable development. 

Bridging theoretical frameworks with empirical evidence provides actionable insights into 

how Islamic values can advance SDG objectives across diverse sectors. Building on the 

findings of prior studies, this research highlights the adaptability and relevance of Islamic 

governance in addressing contemporary global challenges, paving the way for future 

innovations in sustainable development. 

CONCLUSION  

This article concludes that Islamic governance principles—rooted in justice (‘Adl), 

stewardship (Khalifah), and accountability (Mas’uliyyah)—offer a dynamic and pragmatic 

framework for achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The integration of these 

principles into governance models highlights their capacity to address contemporary social, 

economic, and environmental challenges. Key findings emphasise the role of Islamic 

financial instruments, such as zakat and waqf, in poverty alleviation (SDG 1) and 

educational access (SDG 4), while Green Sukuk has emerged as a viable tool for financing 

renewable energy projects (SDG 7). By fostering justice-driven governance, these principles 

enhance institutional trust, promote social cohesion, and support peace, justice, and strong 

institutions (SDG 16). This study reaffirms the adaptability of Islamic governance, 

demonstrating its potential to evolve alongside modern global challenges. While the 

findings validate its contributions to sustainability, they also uncover new frontiers for 

exploration, particularly in advancing gender equality (SDG 5) and marine conservation 

(SDG 14), where the application of Islamic principles remains underexplored. Future 
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research should adopt a comparative approach, examining how Islamic governance 

interacts with diverse cultural and political landscapes. 

Additionally, leveraging technology to digitalise zakat and waqf systems could 

enhance transparency, efficiency, and inclusivity, maximising their impact on SDG 

implementation. As the world seeks ethical and resilient governance models, Islamic 

governance offers a values-driven alternative that aligns with contemporary sustainability 

goals. This research underscores its growing relevance and calls for further interdisciplinary 

collaboration to unlock its full potential in addressing global challenges. 
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