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Abstract 

 
The convergence between linguistic and literary studies, especially in the context of syntax and 
semantics, and how narratives influence in literary works. Through a multidisciplinary 
approach, this article explores the ways in which linguistic elements such as sentence structure 
and the meaning of words can deepen our understanding of stories and characters in literary 
works. In syntactic analysis, this study explains how sentence structure in literary texts can affect 
narrative rhythms, express character emotions, and create dramatic tension. On the other hand, 
semantic analysis reveals how word choice and their meaning can design hidden messages in 
narratives, enrich characterizations, and express major themes in literary works. The article also 
explains how linguistic approaches can help readers and literary researchers better understand 
how authors use language to create powerful and diverse works. Taking into account the 
important role of syntax and semantics in literature highlights the importance of integration 
between linguistic and literary studies in analyzing and appreciating the richness and complexity 
of literary works, as well as providing a deeper look at how language plays a key role in the 
process of storytelling and creating immersive meaningful literary experiences. The methods 
used in this article involve syntactic and semantic analysis in literary texts through a qualitative 
approach. By analyzing language and cultural context, we can understand deeper meanings 
related to the culture and society of the author. 

Keywords:syntax, semantics, storytelling, linguistics, literature 

 

Abstrak 

 

Konvergensi antara studi linguistik dan sastra, terutama dalam konteks sintaksis dan semantik, 
dan bagaimana mempengaruhi narasi dalam karya sastra. Melalui pendekatan multidisiplin, 
artikel ini mengeksplorasi cara-cara dimana unsur-unsur linguistik seperti struktur kalimat dan 
makna kata-kata dapat memperdalam pemahaman kita tentang cerita dan karakter dalam karya 
sastra. Dalam analisis sintaksis, penelitian ini menjelaskan bagaimana struktur kalimat dalam 
teks sastra dapat mempengaruhi ritme naratif, mengekspresikan emosi karakter, dan menciptakan 
ketegangan dramatis. Di sisi lain, analisis semantik mengungkapkan bagaimana pilihan kata dan 
maknanya dapat merancang pesan tersembunyi dalam narasi, memperkaya karakterisasi, dan 
mengekspresikan tema utama dalam karya sastra. Artikel ini juga menjelaskan bagaimana 
pendekatan linguistik dapat membantu pembaca dan peneliti sastra lebih memahami bagaimana 
penulis menggunakan bahasa untuk menciptakan karya yang kuat dan beragam. Dengan 
mempertimbangkan peran penting sintaksis dan semantik dalam sastra yang menyoroti 
pentingnya integrasi antara studi linguistik dan sastra dalam menganalisis dan menghargai 
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kekayaan dan kompleksitas karya sastra, serta memberikan pandangan yang lebih dalam tentang 
bagaimana bahasa memainkan peran kunci dalam proses bercerita dan menciptakan pengalaman 
sastra yang bermakna mendalam. Metode yang digunakan dalam artikel ini melibatkan analisis 
sintaksis dan semantik dalam teks sastra melalui pendekatan kualitatif. Dengan menganalisis 
bahasa dan konteks budaya, kita dapat memahami makna yang lebih dalam terkait dengan 
budaya dan masyarakat penulis. 

Kata kunci: sintaksis, semantik, bercerita, linguistik, sastra 

Introduction 

When we talk about literary works, 

we are often attracted by the beauty of 

words and narratives that touch our hearts. 

However, behind this charm lies the 

complex structure of language, including 

syntax and semantics.(Jacobs, 2015)Syntax 

refers to the arrangement of words in 

sentences and the way those sentences are 

structured, while semantics refers to the 

meaning of words and the way they interact 

to form a larger message. Linguistics and 

literary studies are two fields that are often 

considered separate, but they are closely 

related in the analysis and understanding of 

literary works.(Darwin et al., 2021) 

In recent decades there has been an 

increasing interest in combining literary 

studies with linguistics. This is because it is 

recognized that a deeper understanding of 

language and language structure can help 

unlock the mysteries of literature. Syntax, 

one of the main aspects of linguistics, plays 

an important role in shaping the narrative 

rhythm and flow of literary works. Through 

syntactic analysis, we can understand how 

the author uses sentence structure to create 

suspense, describe characters, or convey 

deeper meaning.(Fransori, 2017) 

Furthermore, semantics also plays an 

important role in understanding literary 

works. Using words with deep meaning can 

help writers convey hidden messages, 

create rich nuance, and reveal deeper 

themes in the story. Semantic research 

allows us to explore the multiple layers of 

meaning behind words in literary texts to 

gain a more complete understanding of the 

message the author was trying to 

convey.(Hidayatullah, 2021) 

Integrating literary studies and 

linguistics provides rich and insightful 

opportunities for analyzing characters in 

literary works. By examining the language 

used to describe characters, you can gain a 

nuanced understanding of their 

characteristics and immerse yourself in the 

complexity of their personalities, 

motivations, and relationships. Linguistics 

as a tool allows us to take a closer look at 

the words an author chooses to describe a 
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character, revealing subtle nuances that 

contribute to the overall depth and 

complexity of the story. (Shanahan, 1997) 

Syntax and semantics play an important 

role not only in deciphering what is 

explicitly said about characters, but also in 

revealing underlying meanings and 

psychological subtleties. Therefore, the 

examination of linguistic elements in 

personality analysis serves as a powerful 

method for unraveling rich personality 

expressions and provides a more 

comprehensive exploration of the human 

experience as portrayed in literature. 

Through this interdisciplinary approach, 

the fusion of linguistics and literary studies 

strengthens our ability to appreciate the 

artistry in crafting characters and fosters a 

deeper connection to the characters' 

underlying stories. We can see how the 

choice of words and their meaning creates 

a compelling character image, reinforces 

character development throughout the 

story, and depicts character changes over 

time.(Sidiq & Manaf, 2020) 

In addition, in an increasingly 

diverse world of literature, the integration 

of literary studies with linguistics also 

helps in understanding the use of different 

languages in various types of literary 

works. Literary works are not only limited 

to novels or poetry, but also involve forms 

such as plays, short stories, and 

poetry.(Muslimin, 2017) Each type of 

literary work has its own characteristics in 

the use of syntax and semantics, and the 

integration of literary studies with 

linguistics allows us to explore these 

differences and understand the ways in 

which writers have adapted their language 

for different types of literary works. 

In addition, in the era of 

globalization, literary works often involve 

the use of different languages or a mixture 

of various cultures. Linguistic studies can 

assist in analyzing how this language is 

used to create certain effects in narratives 

and how writers combine different 

languages to create diverse narratives. 

In addition, the integration of literary 

studies with linguistics can also broaden 

the way we understand the meaning and 

interpretation of literary works. In some 

cases, the meaning in literary works does 

not always lie on the surface of the text, but 

is hidden between the lines and within the 

meanings of the words. In-depth semantic 

analysis can help unravel these layers of 

meaning and help readers understand 

messages that might be missed at first 

glance. 

In the world of education, the 
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integration of literary studies with 

linguistics also brings great benefits. This 

allows for a more holistic approach in 

teaching literature to students, helping 

them develop a deeper understanding of 

language and literary works. It can also 

assist literary researchers in formulating 

richer and more detailed analytical 

approaches in literary studies.(Shanahan, 

1997)  

According to (Maulida, 

2021)language errors can occur due to a 

person's ability to package language 

appropriately.   This means that you have 

not been able to master the language system 

used because language errors are systematic 

that deviate from the rules or rules of 

Indonesian, not a good and correct way of 

speaking Indonesian. Thus, language error 

analysis is an activity to identify errors in 

the use of language that deviate from the 

norms of Indonesian grammar rules both in 

oral and written terms that can be reviewed 

at the level of spelling, morphology, and 

syntax. 

In research according to (Duff, 1993) 

this paper examines the intersection of 

syntax and semantics in second language 

acquisition (SLA), a perspective on 

language learning that has received 

relatively little attention in the past. 

The novelty of this study lies in the 

study of the convergence of syntax, 

semantics, and storytelling in the 

interdisciplinary fields of linguistics and 

literature. While previous research has dealt 

with linguistic analysis and literary 

interpretation separately, this study uniquely 

bridges these areas and explores how the 

complex interplay of syntax and semantics 

shapes the art of storytelling. Find out what 

you want to strengthen. This research aims 

to gain new insights into literary world 

construction and character development by 

systematically examining how language 

structure and meaning contribute to narrative 

structure. Additionally, this study brings 

new perspectives on the potential synergies 

between linguistic elements and narrative 

creativity and provides a more holistic 

understanding of the critical impact of 

language choices on the immersive 

experience of narratives. That's what I'm 

aiming for. In doing so, it provides a new 

approach to appreciating the symbiotic 

relationship between the complexity of 

language and the art of literary expression, 

and fosters a deeper understanding of the art 

of storytelling itself. 

In this context, this article aims to 

investigate how syntax and semantics 

converge in literature, and how this 



Al-Fathin Vol. 6,Edisi 1 Juli-Desember 2023 |208 
 

convergence influences storytelling in 

literature. By better understanding how the 

structure of language and the meaning of 

words play a role in literary works, we can 

gain deeper insight into how writers create 

strong narratives, compelling characters, and 

deep messages in literary works.(Stukker et 

al., 2008) This article will also discuss how 

the integration between literary and 

linguistic studies can provide a more 

comprehensive view of the richness of 

language in literature, opening the door for 

deeper analysis and deeper understanding of 

the vast and diverse world of literature. 

Thus, this article invites us to explore the 

meeting point between literature and 

linguistics, two fields that complement each 

other in understanding the beauty and 

complexity of literary works. 

Method  

The method used in this article 

involves the analysis of syntax and 

semantics in literary texts through an in-

depth qualitative approach. We will select 

cases from several different literary works as 

examples and then analyze sentence 

structure, word choice, denotative and 

connotative meanings. In this analysis, we 

will draw on theoretical frameworks from 

both fields to look for commonalities 

between linguistic elements and their impact 

on storytelling and representation. Takes an 

interdisciplinary approach to understanding 

the complex relationships between syntax, 

semantics, and storytelling in literary 

contexts. Textual data from literary works 

serve as concrete examples of how linguistic 

elements in these stories create impact and 

meaning. 

 

Result and Discussion 

The literary text used in this 

article is ( ٔانزئبانراعي  ) in the 

Muthala'ah book. This text is studied 

using syntactic and semantic analysis 

of each sentence in the text. The 

literary texts are below: 

َٔ انــــزئَـْـــــبُ   انـــرَاعَــــــي 

وٍ إِنَ  ْٕ ب كُمَّ يَ َٓ ب. فيَخَْرُجُ بِ ًً َٗ غََُ نذًَ يَرْع َٕ ٌَ ان  يكَب

ٍْ انعَشْبِ الِأخْضَرِ. ٔعُذيب  . نِتأَكُْمَ يِ ِِ ٍْ بَهذَِ يَرْعِٗ قَرِيْبٌ يِ

سئى انرجم ببلأعًبل انًًهت تحظر بببنّ سخريت أْم 

ِّ " انزِئبُْ  تِ ْٕ انزئَبُْ!!". فَخَرَجَ  ،انبلاد. فصََبحَ بِأعَْهِٗ صَ

ىْ نَىْ يجَِذُ  ُٓ َٔ نَكُِ  . ِّ ىْ نُِجَْذَتِ ِٓ ٍْ انرَجَبلٍ بِعِصِيْ ٔا شَيْئبً فَعَبدَٔ ِي

ىْ َٔ حَيْثُ أتََٕا  ُٓ ُْ نذَُ يِضْحِكُ يِ َٕ وِ انتبَنِىي أتََٗ  ،ان ْٕ فِي انيَ َٔ

ةً أخُْرَٖ "انزئَبُْ  زَعَقَ يَرَّ َٔ نَذُ  َٕ  ،رئَبُْ خَقِيْقِتً. فَخَبفَ ان

ىْ  ُٓ ُْ رَ يِ نَذَ عَبدَ يَسْتجََّ َٕ ٌَّ ان ٍَّ انَُّبسُ أَ كَبوَ فَعَمَ  .انزئَبُْ!!". فظََ

. فَفتَكََ انزئَبُْ بِعَذَدِ  ِّ ٕا انصَبحِ ًُ تَ ْٓ نِزنَِكَ نَىْ يَ َٔ ةٍ.  لَ يَرَّ َّٔ اَ

ٍْ انغََُىِ  نَٗ نصََذَقَتُ  .عَظِيْىٍ يِ ْٔ ةٍ الأُ رَّ ًَ ْٕ لََ كَزبََُّ فِيْ ان نَ َٔ

َِيَتٍ. ةِ انثبَ رَّ ًَ ُْذَ صِيبَحَتِ فِيْ ان  انَُّبسُ عِ

The first sentence in the literary text 

describes the initial situation of the story, 
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namely a boy who grazes his goats in a 

grassland close to his village. This sentence 

has a simple subject-predicate-object 

structure: 

     Subject :  ًنَذ َٕ  (boy) ان

     Predicate :  َٗ ٌَ يرَْع  كَب

(shepherding) 

     Object : ب ًً  (goat) غََُ

The second sentence describes the 

boy's actions, namely going out every day to 

feed his goats in a nearby pasture. This 

shows the main goal of the child's activities. 

The third sentence explains the reason why 

the child brought the goats to the pasture, 

namely to eat from the green grass. This 

illustrates the basic needs of these goats. 

The first sentence in the second 

paragraph introduces a change in the story, 

namely when the child feels bored with his 

monotonous task. This sentence has a 

subject-predicate-object structure: 

Subject : انرجم (male) 

Predicate : سئى (bored) 

Object  : ببلأعًبل انًًهت (with 

boring work) 

The second sentence describes the 

man's actions, namely calling loudly  ُُْالذِئب ،

!!"الذئَبُْ  " (wolf, wolf!!). This was the man's 

attempt to entertain himself by mocking the 

people in his village. 

The third sentence explains the 

reaction of the people in the village who 

heard the man's call. They went out with 

sticks to help, but found no wolf. This is an 

important part of the story because it depicts 

the child's recklessness and how he laughs at 

them. 

The first sentence in the third 

paragraph describes the events that occurred 

the following day, which is when the wolf 

actually appeared. This sentence has a 

subject-predicate-object structure: 

Subject :  ُْرئَب (wolf) 

Predicate : ََٗأت (come) 

Object  :  ًخَقِيْقِت (real) 

The second sentence describes the 

child's frightened reaction, who again called 

!!"الذئَبُْ ُ،الذِئبُْ " . This creates conflict in the 

story because the people in the village 

assume that the child is playing around 

again. 

The third sentence explains that the 

people in the village ignored the child's calls 

because he had lied before. However, this 

turns out to be a fatal mistake because the 

wolves actually come and destroy many of 

the goats. This is the high point of the story 

and illustrates the consequences of the 

previous lie. 

By considering the important role of 

syntax and semantics in literary works, this 

article highlights the importance of 
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integration between linguistics and literary 

studies in analyzing and appreciating the 

richness and complexity of literary works, as 

well as providing a deeper view of how 

language plays a key role. in the process of 

telling stories and creating deeply 

meaningful literary experiences.(Gilroy & 

Parkinson, 1996) 

Integration between linguistics and 

literature is the main foundation in 

understanding and appreciating the richness 

and complexity of literary works. Literature, 

as a written art form, relies on language as 

the main medium for conveying messages 

and creating images. Linguistics, on the 

other hand, is a scientific discipline that 

studies language in all its aspects, from 

grammar to the meaning of words. When 

these two fields come together, they create a 

framework that allows readers to explore 

literary works in greater depth.(Bobkina & 

Dominguez, 2014) 

Linguistic analysis helps us 

understand sentence structure, word choice, 

and the use of semantics in literary works. 

With an understanding of syntax and 

semantics, readers can see how writers use 

language to create artistic effects, describe 

characters, or convey certain themes. In 

addition, rhetorical analysis allows us to 

appreciate the rhetorical devices used by the 

author, such as metaphor, simile, or 

personification, which can generate deeper 

meaning and bring the text to life. All of this 

provides deeper insight into how literary 

works can speak to readers in unique and 

profound ways.(Sutomo, 2015) 

In addition, the integration of 

linguistics and literature opens the door to 

understanding the social and cultural context 

behind literary works. Language is a mirror 

of culture, and through linguistic analysis, 

we can understand how language reflects the 

values, norms, and worldview of a society. 

Provides important context in the 

interpretation of literary works, helping 

readers to explore cultural and historical 

aspects that can enrich their understanding 

of the work. Thus, the integration between 

linguistics and literature helps deepen the 

reading experience and reveal the richness 

and complexity contained in each literary 

work.(Macleroy, 2013) 

Linguistics and literature are two 

fields that complement each other and are 

essential in understanding literary 

works.(Ratna, 2011) Linguistics, as the 

study of language, provides a powerful 

framework for analyzing various aspects of 

language used in literary texts. One of them 

is syntactic analysis, which helps readers 

dissect sentence structures and the 



Al-Fathin Vol. 6,Edisi 1 Juli-Desember 2023 |211 
 

relationships between words in a text. This 

is very important because sentence structure 

can influence how the message is conveyed, 

the rhythm of the narrative, and the 

emotional nuances of the story. 

Additionally, semantic analysis helps in 

understanding the meaning of words and 

phrases, which is important for unearthing 

deeper layers of meaning in literary texts. 

With these linguistic tools, readers 

can understand how writers use language as 

an artistic instrument to create certain effects 

in literary works. They can identify 

metaphors, symbolism, or changes in 

meaning hidden within words, which can 

provide a deeper understanding of the 

themes, characters, and messages conveyed. 

The integration of linguistics and literature 

also helps open the door to a deeper 

understanding of the social and cultural 

context behind the literary work. Thus, the 

collaboration between linguistics and 

literature helps readers feel the richness and 

complexity that exists in every word and in a 

literary work, thus enriching the reading 

experience and story 

interpretation.(Manshur, 2019) 

Linguistics plays an important role in 

the aspects of understanding and 

appreciation - aspects of style and rhetoric in 

literary works. One of the main 

contributions of this field is the ability to 

carefully analyze the choice of words in a 

literary text. This analysis involves 

understanding the meaning of words, the 

connotations, and the nuances they carry. 

Writers often choose words carefully to 

create a particular effect in a narrative, 

whether it is to express a particular 

character, convey a mood, or describe the 

atmosphere in the story. Linguistics helps 

reveal the layers of meaning that may be 

contained in each word used, helping readers 

understand how word choice can be 

perceived in the reading experience.(Ken 

Hyland, 2002) 

Apart from that, linguistics also 

allows us to explore the rhetorical devices 

used in literary works. Rhetorical figures 

such as metaphor, metonymy, simile, 

personification, and many more, are used by 

writers to create profound artistic effects in 

texts. Linguistics helps readers identify and 

understand the use of these rhetorical 

figures, thereby helping them understand 

how writers create relationships between 

concepts, images, or ideas in texts. By 

understanding this rhetoric, readers can 

appreciate how literary works become richer 

and more complex, opening a window into 

the world of the author's imagination and 

providing a deep and meaningful reading 
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experience.(Lafamane, 2020) 

Pragmatic linguistics is an important 

tool in analyzing and understanding the 

influence of context and social context on 

the interpretation of literary texts.(Abd Aziz, 

2019) In literary works, it is not only words 

that have meaning, but also how they are 

used in certain situations. Pragmatic 

linguistics helps readers understand how 

conversations between characters in literary 

works are influenced by the situational 

context, the characters' identities, and the 

social relationships between them. This 

opens the door to a deeper understanding of 

how characters interact, communicate, and 

behave in the story. For example, readers 

can use a pragmatic approach to interpret 

hidden meanings in character dialogue, such 

as implicatures and camouflaged speech, 

which often reveal more than is apparent on 

the surface.(Pratiwi & Utomo, 2021) 

Apart from that, pragmatic 

linguistics also helps in exploring how 

implicatures and hidden meanings can be 

formed through the actions of characters in 

literary works. A character's actions, such as 

creating intrigue, hiding intentions, or using 

language in a certain way, can produce 

deeper meaning in the narrative. A 

pragmatic approach helps readers see how 

characters create complex communication 

strategies to achieve their goals, and how 

readers can read between the lines to reveal 

hidden messages or the character's 

intentions. Thus, the integration of 

pragmatic linguistics in literary analysis 

opens up opportunities for a richer and 

deeper understanding of the dynamics of 

character interactions and the complexity of 

meaning in literary texts. 

Linguistics plays a very important 

role in analyzing narrative structures in 

literary works. One important element that 

can be described is the use of a narrator. In 

many literary works, the narrator is the voice 

that tells the story to the reader. With 

linguistic analysis tools, we can understand 

more deeply about the narrator's character, 

whether he is the first person involved in the 

story or a third person who is outside the 

story. This analysis helps readers understand 

the narrator's perspective, how his choice of 

point of view affects the way the story is 

told, and whether the narrator is reliable or 

has certain biases.(Tenriawali, 2019) 

Apart from that, linguistics also 

helps in analyzing points of view in literary 

works. The choice of point of view, such as 

first person or third person, affects how 

readers see and relate to the characters in the 

story. Linguistic analysis allows us to 

identify possible changes in point of view in 
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the narrative and how these changes create 

certain narrative effects. This helps the 

reader understand the perspectives of the 

characters in the story, as well as providing a 

deeper understanding of the complexity of 

the story.(Deyana Chriszia, Suyitno, 2020) 

Apart from that, linguistics can also 

be used to analyze the sequence of events in 

a story. It helps readers to understand how 

the author constructs the plot and chooses 

the sequence of events to achieve a 

particular narrative effect. By using 

linguistic tools, readers can explore how the 

author uses narrative structure to create 

tension, conflict, climax and resolution in 

the story. In other words, the integration of 

linguistics in literary analysis helps open a 

window into the way authors create story 

structures that influence readers' experiences 

and convey messages effectively.(Reskian, 

2018) 

The integration of linguistics and 

literature is a very useful tool in exploring 

the cultural aspects and historical context 

behind literary works. Language is a mirror 

of culture, and therefore, linguistics plays a 

key role in helping readers understand how 

the author's culture and society played a role 

in the creation of literary works. Through 

language analysis, we can see how cultural 

elements such as traditions, social norms, 

and values are reflected in literary texts. For 

example, the choice of certain words or 

phrases in language can refer to specific 

cultural concepts or summarize social 

experiences in the author's society.(Bobkina 

& Dominguez, 2014) 

Additionally, the integration of 

linguistics and literature helps us understand 

the historical context in which the literary 

work was written. Literature often reflects 

events, conflicts and social changes that 

occurred at a certain time. By using 

linguistic analysis tools, we can relate 

elements in the text to events or social 

conditions at that time. This helps us feel 

how literary works are a reflection of their 

times and how writers respond to historical 

events or social conditions in their works. 

Thus, the integration of linguistics and 

literature opens a window into a deeper 

understanding of literary works as cultural 

products enriched by historical context and 

social values. Overall, the integration 

between linguistics and literature helps us 

explore the depth and complexity of literary 

works. This allows us to appreciate the 

beauty and significance of literary works in 

a more detailed and contextual way.(Gee, 

1989) 

Conclusion 

In the short story " َٔ انـــرَاعَــــــي 
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 the integration between "انــــزئَـْـــــبُ 

linguistics and literature highlights the 

importance of understanding sentence 

structure, style, pragmatics, and cultural 

context in exploring the richness and 

complexity of literary works. In this story, 

we see how syntactic and semantic analysis 

can reveal how an author constructs 

sentences to create narrative effect. The use 

of rhetoric, such as metaphors and other 

rhetorical devices, also influences the 

meaning and message in the story. 

Furthermore, pragmatic linguistics helps us 

understand character interactions and hidden 

implicatures in their conversations. 

In addition, linguistic integration helps us 

understand the cultural and social context 

behind the story. By analyzing language and 

cultural context, we can understand the 

deeper meanings associated with the writer's 

culture and society. In this case, the author 

creates confusion with the false story of the 

boy who summoned the wolf, reflecting how 

society's lies and beliefs play a role in the 

story. Therefore, through the integration of 

linguistics and literature, we can explore the 

depth and complexity in stories and 

understand how elements of language, style, 

pragmatics, and culture impact the 

experience of reading and interpreting 

stories.  
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