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Objective: This research aims to examine the integration of halal ecotourism
and sustainable tourism practices, and to explore how ecotourism grounded
in Islamic ethical values contributes to environmental, economic, and socio-
cultural sustainability.

Method: This research employs a qualitative case-based approach.
Researchers have conducted observations in tourist destinations and
interviewed 10 informants. Data were analysed by analysing community-
managed nature-based tourism destinations across mountainous, riverine,
and coastal areas in Pekalongan Regency, Central Java, Indonesia.

Result: The findings show that local communities manage most tourism
destinations and implicitly apply halal principles, including environmental
stewardship, provision of halal facilities, social ethics, and active community
participation, which collectively reflect the three pillars of sustainable
tourism and align with the maqasid alshariah framework.

Implication: This suggests that combining planning, implementation, and
evaluation in a community-based halal eco-tourism framework can
strengthen sustainable tourism development by integrating ecological
conservation, local economic empowerment, and socio-cultural well-being.
Originality or Novelty: This study offers a novel integrative model of halal
eco-tourism as a value-driven approach to sustainable tourism, positioning it
beyond a niche religious market and contributing to an alternative paradigm
for future tourism development.

Keywords: Community-Based Tourism; Halal Eco-Tourism; Islamic Tourism
Ethics; Maqasid al-Shariah; Sustainable Tourism.

Introduction

The global tourism industry is currently facing increasingly complex challenges due to

increasing environmental degradation, climate change, and various social and cultural issues
(Burns & Bibbings, 2009; Nair et al., 2016). The mass tourism model has contributed to
ecological pressures, including ecosystem damage, overexploitation of natural resources, and the
marginalisation of local communities (Belsoy et al., 2012). This condition has prompted a global

call to review the tourism development paradigm towards a more sustainable approach, namely,
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tourism that balances economic growth, environmental conservation, and social justice. Thus,
sustainable tourism is no longer seen as an alternative, but rather as a strategic necessity for the
future of the global tourism industry (Fennell, 2007; Andari et al., 2016).

In the discourse on sustainable tourism, ecotourism has long been recognised as a
responsible tourism model for emphasising environmental conservation, ecological education,
and local community empowerment. (Baidhowi & Triwibowo, 2025; Mihalic, 2016). Ecotourism
encourages travel to natural areas with minimal environmental impact while creating economic
benefits for the surrounding community. (Kiper, 2013). At the same time, halal tourism is rapidly
growing as one of the most dynamic segments of global tourism, in line with the world's growing
Muslim population and Muslim tourists' need for tourism services that are in accordance with
sharia principles. (MastercardCrescentrating, 2023; Vargas-sinchez & Moral-moral, 2018). Halal
tourism not only focuses on services and facilities but also emphasizes ethical values,
environmental responsibility, social justice, and spiritual well-being, which are conceptually
aligned with the goals of sustainable development. (Mohsin et al., 2016).

Departing from a review of the literature on sustainable tourism (Alazaizeh, 2014; Hunter,
1997; Liu, 2003; Lu & Nepal, 2009), eco-tourism (Blamey, 2001; Fennell, 2012; Stronza et al.,
2019), and halal tourism (Battour & Ismail, 2016; Mohsin et al., 2016; Turizm et al.,
2023)Previous studies have tended to position eco-tourism as an approach grounded in
environmental conservation and community empowerment. In contrast, halal tourism is more
often discussed in terms of destination readiness, service attributes, and market segmentation of
Muslim tourists. Although several studies have confirmed the normative compatibility between
Islamic values, such as human responsibility as caliphs, the principle of maslahah, and magqasid al-
shariah, and the goal of sustainability, empirical studies that systematically integrate halal
principles into eco-tourism practices remain relatively limited and develop separately. The novelty
of this research lies in its efforts to bridge the two currents of literature by showing that halal eco-
tourism is not just a conceptual slice or a normative label, but a real practice embedded in
community-based destination management. Thus, this study makes a new contribution by
positioning halal eco-tourism as an integrative, value-driven model of sustainable tourism, rather
than as a religious niche market, while enriching the global discourse on the ethical, inclusive,
and sustainable future of tourism. (Ismanto, Ghofur, et al., 2021).

Indonesia is a relevant context to bridge this gap. As a country with abundant natural
resources, high cultural diversity, and the world's largest Muslim population, Indonesia has great
potential to develop a tourism model that integrates halal values and environmental
sustainability. Pekalongan Regency in Central Java Province, for example, has a variety of nature-
based tourist destinations, most of which are managed by local communities. The practice of
destination management aligns empirically with the principles of ecotourism and the values of
halal tourism, including the provision of worship facilities, halal-food guarantees, environmental
safety, and the active involvement of the local community. (Ismanto, Rofiq, et al., 2021).

Based on this background, this article aims to analyse halal ecotourism as a manifestation of
sustainable tourism, by taking empirical evidence from Pekalongan Regency, Indonesia. In
particular, this chapter seeks to show how ecotourism practices that integrate halal principles can
contribute to environmental conservation, local community empowerment, and inclusive

economic prosperity. Thus, this chapter is expected to make conceptual and practical
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contributions to future discourse on tourism by offering an integrative model of Halal Eco-Tourism

as a narrative and alternative solution for sustainable tourism development.

Literature Review

Eco-tourism is a tourism approach that prioritises environmental sustainability and the
welfare of local communities as the main goals of destination development. (Blamey, 2001).
Conceptually, eco-tourism is defined as a trip to natural areas that is carried out responsibly to
preserve the environment, providing ecological education to tourists, and creating economic
benefits for the local community. (Fennell, 2007). The basic principles of eco-tourism include
minimising environmental impacts, preserving biodiversity, respecting local culture, active
community participation in destination management, and equitable distribution of economic
benefits. (Blamey, 2001). Thus, eco-tourism is not only oriented towards nature-based tourism
experiences, but also serves as an instrument of sustainable development that integrates
ecological, social, and economic dimensions.

On the other hand, halal tourism is developing as a tourism model that is grounded in
Islamic sharia principles and aimed at meeting the needs of Muslim tourists without neglecting
universal values such as ethics. (Norazami et al., 2025), social responsibility, and environmental
sustainability (Khan et al., 2025). The main principles of halal tourism include ensuring the halal
status of products and services, providing worship facilities, creating a safe and comfortable
environment, and avoiding activities that conflict with Islamic moral and ethical values. (Vargas-
sanchez & Moral-moral, 2018). In the context of the environment, Islam emphasises the
responsibility of humans as the Messenger (caliphs) on earth to protect and preserve nature.
(March, 2019). Therefore, the development of halal tourism, normatively speaking, does not
justify the exploitation of natural resources that damage ecosystems; rather, it encourages the use
of nature in a wise, balanced, and sustainable manner. (Ismanto et al., 2020).

The concept of sustainable tourism is an umbrella framework that bridges eco-tourism and
halal tourism. Sustainable tourism is defined as tourism development that meets the needs of
current tourists and destinations without sacrificing the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs. This concept rests on three main pillars: environmental, economic, and socio-cultural
sustainability. (Andari et al., 2016; Triwibowo et al., 2023). In practice, sustainable tourism
requires a balance between nature conservation, improving the economic well-being of local
communities, and preserving social and cultural values. Both eco-tourism and halal tourism make
significant contributions to the three pillars if managed in an integrated and participatory
manner.

The alignment between eco-tourism and halal tourism can be understood more deeply
through the perspective of magqasid alshariah (Auda, 2008), which is the main goals of Islamic
sharia, which include the protection of religion (hifz al-din), soul (hifz alnafs), intellect (hifz al-aql),
heredity (hifzx alnasl), and property (hifz almal) (Ustaoglu, 2023). In the context of tourism,
environmental protection and natural resource sustainability can be interpreted as part of efforts
to maintain human life and welfare as a whole. Eco-tourism that is oriented towards nature
conservation and empowerment of local communities is in line with the principle of maslahah
(public benefit) (Muslim & Mohd Parid, 2025; Triwibowo et al., 2022), while halal tourism

ensures that tourism activities take place within the framework of ethics and moral responsibility
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(Ismanto, Rofiq, et al., 2021). Thus, the integration of eco-tourism and halal tourism within the
framework of magqasid alshariah forms a tourism model that is not only ecologically and

economically sustainable, but also socially just and spiritually meaningful.

Research Methodology

This study is categorised as field research employing a qualitative approach with a case study
design. (Creswell, 2007). The approach was selected to gain an in-depth understanding of halal
eco-tourism practices in Pekalongan Regency, Central Java, Indonesia, particularly concerning
the intersection between nature-based tourism, community participation, and the
implementation of Islamic ethical values in everyday tourism activities. Pekalongan Regency was
chosen as the research site due to its diverse ecological landscapes, ranging from mountainous
areas and river systems to coastal regions, as well as its strong tradition of community-based
tourism management. This study is positioned as an interpretive exploration aimed at
understanding how local practices shape a sustainable and ethically grounded model of halal eco-
tourism.

Data were collected through observation, interviews, and documentation. (Denzin &
Lincoln, 2011). Field observations were conducted over three months across several tourism
destinations in both mountainous and coastal areas to obtain a comprehensive understanding of
tourism management practices, community activities, and the implementation of halal principles
and environmental sustainability practices. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 10
purposively selected informants involved in halal eco-tourism activities, comprising four tourism
actors, two tourists, and four local community members. In addition, documentary data were
obtained from regional policy documents, tourism reports, and relevant scholarly literature to
support and strengthen the field findings.

To ensure data validity, source triangulation was employed through cross-checking
information obtained from observations, interviews, and documentation. (Carter, 2014). All
interview and observation data were transcribed and subsequently analysed using thematic
analysis to identify patterns and themes related to halal eco-tourism management. The data
analysis process followed the interactive model of Miles and Huberman. (2020), consisting of
data collection, data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. The analysis was conducted
reflectively by situating local practices within broader discourses on sustainable tourism, halal
tourism, and ethical environmental stewardship. Through this approach, the study seeks to
demonstrate that halal eco-tourism should not merely be understood as a policy label, but rather

as a socially embedded and value-driven model of sustainable tourism.

Results and Discussion

Natural tourism in Pekalongan Regency, Central Java Province, encompasses a rich
ecological landscape, including mountainous and highland areas, rivers, and coastal areas
(Adinugraha et al., 2025). The main advantage of this area's natural attractions lies in the
Petungkriyono and Doro areas, which offer tropical forest ecosystems, waterfalls, natural rivers,
and panoramic hills that are still relatively well preserved. Various popular destinations, such as
Curug Bajing, Curug Lawe, Welo Asri, Black Canyon (Kedung Sipingit), and Sigebyar Mangunan
Lake, demonstrate the great potential of nature-based tourism that prioritises beauty, tranquillity,

and environmentally friendly recreational activities. In addition to the mountainous area, the
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coastal area of Pekalongan also enriches the diversity of natural tourism through beaches and
mangrove ecotourism. This diversity affirms Pekalongan Regency's position as a strategic
destination for the development of ecotourism and nature-based sustainable tourism (Affandi et
al., 2023).

The observation findings indicate that Pekalongan Regency possesses diverse natural tourism
landscapes, including mountainous areas, rivers, waterfalls, hills, forests, and coastal ecosystems.
The environmental conditions in several tourism destinations remain relatively natural and well-
preserved. Areas such as Petungkriyono and Doro are dominated by tropical forest ecosystems
with cool temperatures, abundant vegetation, and flowing natural rivers that support ecotourism
activities. There is also sea and beach tourism in the North. The atmosphere in most destinations
reflects environmental tranquillity and natural beauty, which become the main attraction for

visitors seeking nature-based recreational experiences.

Table 1. Leading Natural Tourism Destinations in Pekalongan Regency

Area Tourism Typology (UNWTO- Representative Destinations
aligned)
Petungkriyono Nature-Based Tourism (Waterfall Curug Bajing, Curug Lawe, Curug Tirta
Ecotourism) Muncar
River-Based Nature Tourism Welo Asri.(\.X/el.o River), Black Canyon
(Kedung Sipingit)
Highland & Landscape Tourism :[“rjt}gfaleilng{j:wﬁiiiinan’ Puncak
Karanganyar Geotourism Lolong Adventure & Sipare Green Park
Doro Community-Based Leisure & Water | Bengkelung Park, Curug Madu, Tapak
Tourism Menjangan
Hill and Geotourism Watu Bahan & Watu Ireng
Kajen Geotourism ‘Wana Kali Paingan & Rafting
Pekalongan Coastal Tourism Wonokerto Beach, Depok Beach
Coast Mangrove-Based Ecotourism Mulyorejo Mangrove Park
Others Integrated Sustainable Nature Linggoasri, Bukit Watu [reng
Tourism

Source: processed by researchers from various sources, 2026.

The interviews with the informants indicated that their interest in natural tourism in
Pekalongan Regency was driven by its beautiful nature.

“Tourists usually come because they want a natural atmosphere that is still authentic and
cool. Petungkriyono is known for its waterfalls and forest tourism, while the coast has
mangrove ecotourism and beaches.”

More than that, according to the interviewee, local communities play an important role in
tourism activities through homestays, culinary businesses, guiding services, transportation, and
souvenir production. Tourism development has created additional income opportunities for
residents in rural areas. The tourism actor noted that community participation strengthens
tourism sustainability because residents feel a sense of ownership over the destinations.

Interviews with tourism managers and heads of the tourism community stated that the

community is directly or indirectly involved in the realisation of good natural tourism.
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“Many residents who previously depended only on farming now also earn income from tourism
activities, such as becoming tour guides or opening food stalls.” (Informant 1, Local
Community, Wonokerto Beach).

“Wonokerto Beach is managed collectively by the local community. Residents are directly
involved in maintaining cleanliness, organising tourism activities, and preserving the
mangrove ecosystem so that the beach remains sustainable and attractive for visitors.”
(Informant 2, Local Tourism Manager, Wonokerto Beach).

“Bajing River and other natural destinations in Pekalongan still preserve their natural beauty
because local communities actively participate in tourism management. The government
also supports infrastructure and conservation programs to ensure sustainable ecotourism

development.” (Informant 3, Community Tourism Actor, Petungkriyono).

Ecotourism destinations in Pekalongan Regency are developing with a strong community-
based character, especially in mountainous and rural areas such as Petungkriyono and its
surroundings. (Affandi et al., 2023). Local communities play an active role as managers, ticket
and parking managers, tour guides, and support service providers such as food stalls, homestays,
and rental of tourist equipment. This management pattern reflects a community-based
ecotourism approach. (Stone, 2015) This positions the community as the primary actor in
maintaining environmental sustainability and ensuring the sustainability of destinations.
Community involvement not only reinforces a sense of ownership of the destination but also
encourages more responsible tourism practices aligned with local values and principles of nature
conservation. This kind of practice also occurs in other regions, other countries, such as Malaysia.
(Chan et al., 2021).

In terms of destination characteristics, ecotourism in Pekalongan Regency features main
attractions such as waterfalls, natural rivers, tropical forests, and highland panoramas, with
accessibility ranging from main roads to village roads leading to the tourist area. Tourist facilities
are generally simple yet functional, including trekking trails, parking areas, toilets, places of
worship, and food stalls managed by the local community. The existence of this ecotourism
destination makes a real contribution to improving the local economy through job creation,
increased microeconomic activity, and diversification of community income sources. Socially,
ecotourism helps strengthen social cohesion, increase collective awareness of the importance of
environmental conservation, and create learning spaces for the public and tourists on sustainable
tourism practices grounded in local wisdom.

From the description above, it is clear that nature-based tourism dominates the tourist
attractions in Pekalongan Regency. Therefore, this tourist attraction needs sufficient attention
from stakeholders in the Pekalongan regency. Based on field observations, a description was
obtained indicating that tourist attractions and the Pekalongan regency, as tourism destinations,
meet the criteria for halal tourism destinations. If these two conclusions hold, then a model for
developing nature-based regional halal tourism can be formulated under the term "Halal Eco-
Tourism". Furthermore, regarding sustainable tourism governance, green tourism is formulated
as "Green Halal Eco-Tourism", a concept of natural tourism whose governance draws on the

concepts of "Green Tourism" and "Halal Tourism".
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From the perspective of halal tourism, nature is understood as a divine mandate that must
be maintained and managed responsibly. Islam views humans as messengers (caliphs) on earth
who have a moral and spiritual obligation to protect the environment and maintain the balance
of the ecosystem. (Wani & Azhar, 2024). Therefore, nature-based tourism is not only a
recreational activity but also a means of contemplation, spiritual strengthening, and an expression
of gratitude for God's creation. (Heintzman, 2009). This view places environmental preservation
as part of the value of worship and mutual benefit, which is conceptually in line with the goal of
sustainable tourism. (Khalid & Ali, 2023).

In addition to the spiritual dimension, nature-based halal tourism requires Muslim-friendly
facilities to meet basic travel needs. (Timothy et al., 2019). These facilities include easy access to
places of worship, the availability of halal food and beverages, and an environment that supports
the implementation of religious values. In the context of natural tourism, the provision of halal
facilities is generally carried out in a simple, adaptive manner in response to environmental
conditions, without compromising the destination's authenticity. The existence of these facilities
not only enhances the comfort and satisfaction of Muslim tourists but also strengthens the
destination's image as an ethical, inclusive, and responsible tourist space. (Mastercard-
CrescentRating, 2019; Vargas-Sanchez & Moral-Moral, 2019).

Aspects of safety, comfort, and ethical values are fundamental elements in the development
of halal tourism. (Khairuldin et al., 2024). Halal tourist destinations are expected to provide a
physically and socially safe environment that is clean, orderly, and free of activities that run
counter to moral and ethical norms. Ethical values in halal tourism include fairness in service,
honesty in management, and responsibility for environmental and social impacts. By emphasising
its ethical dimension, halal tourism fosters a tourism experience that is not only fun but also
meaningful and sustainable for tourists and local communities. (Lee et al., 2017; Pratiwi &
Andarini, 2020).

The involvement of local communities is a key actor in nature-based halal tourism, in line
with the principles of community-based tourism. (Mandi¢ & Walia, 2023). The community plays
a role in planning, managing, and supervising destinations, so that tourism practices remain in
harmony with religious values, local culture, and environmental interests. Active community
participation also ensures a fairer distribution of economic benefits, strengthens social cohesion,
and increases collective awareness of the importance of nature conservation. Within the
framework of magqasid alshariah, this community involvement reflects efforts to maintain public benefit
(maslahah) and social welfare as the primary goal of halal and sustainable tourism development.
(Ismanto et al., 2020; Teressa, 2015).

The results of the above research further confirm the importance of the concept of natural
tourism as environmental conservation (Souza et al., 2022; Wijayani et al., 2018) and regional
development (Teressa, 2015; Wildan & Sukardi, 2017). By referring to the concepts of halal
tourism and green tourism, tourism in Pekalongan Regency will be even better. By referring to
halal tourism, the needs of Muslim tourists can be met, and with green tourism, the sustainability
of nature can be maintained (Andari et al., 2016). With the implementation of this concept, the
benefits of tourism across various aspects of human life can be realized, including economic,

political, socio-cultural, and environmental dimensions (Lee et al., 2017).
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The findings from the halal eco-tourism case in Indonesia, especially in Pekalongan Regency,
provide important insights for the global context of sustainable tourism. In the midst of
environmental crises, climate change, and criticism of mass tourism, community-based
ecotourism practices, integrated with ethical and spiritual values, show that sustainability depends
not only on technocratic instruments but also on the normative values that live in society.
Indonesia's experience shows that environmental conservation, local economic empowerment,
and social cohesion can run simultaneously when tourism is developed from the bottom up,
community-based, and rooted in cultural and religious values. Thus, halal eco-tourism offers a
global lesson that the future of sustainable tourism requires a more contextual, ethical, and
inclusive approach.

Furthermore, the relevance of halal eco-tourism is not limited to countries with a majority
Muslim population. Although departing from sharia principles, the core values in halal tourism,
such as environmental responsibility, social justice, safety, comfort, and ethics in service, are
universal and acceptable in the context of non-Muslim communities. In practice, halal facilities,
clean, safe destination management, and the involvement of local communities strengthen the
destination's overall attractiveness. Therefore, halal eco-tourism can be understood not as a form
of religious exclusivity but as an adaptive and cross-cultural model of ethical tourism, relevant to
various countries seeking a balance between tourism growth and long-term sustainability.

As an alternative narrative of future tourism, halal eco-tourism challenges the dominance of
a tourism paradigm oriented solely toward economic growth and the number of visits. This model
puts meaning, value, and sustainability at the heart of the tourism experience, while offering new
opportunities for green and community-based tourism development. However, its development
is inseparable from challenges, such as specific regulatory limitations, the institutional capacity of
local communities, and the risk of excessive commercialisation. On the other hand, the
opportunities are enormous, especially through local government policy support, integration with
the SDGs agenda, and increasing global awareness of responsible tourism. By addressing these
challenges collaboratively, halal eco-tourism has the potential to become one of the key narratives
in shaping a sustainable, equitable, and meaningful tourism future. In this sense, halal eco-
tourism is not merely a model to be replicated, but a narrative that invites tourism scholars and

practitioners to rethink sustainability through ethics, community, and meaning.

Conclusion

This article demonstrates that halal eco-tourism offers a coherent and ethically grounded
model of sustainable tourism, as reflected in community-based, nature-oriented practices in
Indonesia. By integrating ecotourism principles with halal values, such as environmental
stewardship, social justice, and collective welfare, this model advances environmental
conservation, local economic resilience, and socio-cultural well-being in a mutually reinforcing
manner. Framed through the maqasid alshariah perspective, halal eco-tourism aligns closely with
the three pillars of sustainable tourism and should be understood not as a niche religious product,
but as a value-driven approach with broader relevance for the future of global tourism. From a
policy standpoint, the findings suggest the need for enabling regulatory frameworks that support
community-based governance, protect ecological integrity, and ensure ethical tourism standards.

Local governments can strengthen halal eco-tourism by integrating it into regional development
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strategies and aligning it with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Moving beyond
growth-oriented tourism paradigms, this approach highlights the importance of ethics, inclusivity,

and ecological resilience in shaping a more responsible and meaningful future for tourism.
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